The taxonomy and status of the five southern Australian species of Morethia are discussed and lectotypes are nominated to stabilize the nomenclature. Details of the species distributions are provided and the ecology, reproduction, generic relationships and phylogeny of the species are briefly mentioned.
Introduction
Boulcnger (1887) Boulenger's concepts caused a stagnation that lasted more than half a century. One such group was his large and clumsy genus Lygosoma with it's eleven subgenera, and another was the genus Ablepharus into which Boulenger placed all skinks with an immoveable transparent lower eyelid (the 'ablepharine' eye). These genera were long recognized to be polyphyletic, but it wasn't until Mittleman (1952) Greer (1967) ) and even its Australian relationships are unclear (Rawlinson 1974) . The genus presently consists of six described species, two described subspecies and an undescribed 'race' and and and (Rawlinson, 1974 a,b; 1975 (Rawlinson, 1974 b 
